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TWO MINUTE TRAINING
Office Waste and RCRA Regulatory Status

A customer has an administrative office located on a site classified as a large quantity generator. The
office generates miscellaneous wastes such as copier wastes, excess janitorial supplies, old adhesives,
empty/partially empty aerosol cans and spent batteries. Some of the customer's office waste would
exhibit a characteristic of hazardous wastes. Is the customer's office waste eligible for any special relief
similar to the household hazardous waste exclusion, or is the office waste subject to the same large
quantity generator requirements as the customer's other onsite generated wastes?

A review of 40 CFR, WAC 173-303, and EPA guidance memos did not reveal any special relief for
office wastes. A review of the exclusion for household generated hazardous wastes also indicated no
special relief available for office generated wastes. Therefore the customer's office wastes would be
subject to the same rules as any other solid wastes generated onsite. (See 40 CFR 261.2 or WAC
173-303-016 for the definition of "solid waste".) Waste generated from an office could meet the
definition of a solid waste and appropriate dangerous/hazardous waste determinations or
designations would have to be completed. If any office waste met a hazardous waste listing (F, K, U
or P) or exhibited a characteristic (D001 - D043), or met a Washington State dangerous waste
criteria, the office waste would require management as a hazardous or dangerous waste.

The only potential relief available for office wastes would be the same relief available to
dangerous/hazardous wastes in general. If the office waste was an empty container, the RCRA
empty container relief could apply. If the office waste could be reused as a substitute for a
commercial chemical product, the solid waste exemption relief could apply. If the customer's office
was located on a site classified as a Federal conditionally exempt small quantity generator (CESQG)
or a Washington state small quantity generator (WASQG), and the dangerous/hazardous portion of
the office waste in addition to all other site dangerous/hazardous wastes did not exceed the
applicable quantity limits (<100 kg / month for non-acutely hazardous waste), then the CESQG or
WASQG relief could apply. Any relief available to dangerous/hazardous waste in general would
also be potential relief for office waste. If no relief is available, the office waste is subject to the
same waste designation requirements, and the same waste management requirements as any other
dangerous or hazardous waste.

Therefore the customer’s office waste that designates as dangerous/hazardous waste, would be
subject to the same large quantity generator requirements as any other onsite generated wastes.

Office waste has no special relief from dangerous/hazardous waste requirements.
If office waste is a solid waste when generated, waste designations apply.

Potential relief for office waste is the same relief available for dangerous/hazardous waste in general.

Nothing is attached. If you have any questions, contact me at Paul W_Martin@rl.gov or at (509) 376-6620.
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